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 Opening Address by the Co-chairman of the Symposium  

Dear Friendsˈ  
I am very glad to meet with you here at Lanzhou University. As the chairman of this symposium, on behalf of 
Professor Paul Linden, the co-chairman and other members of Scientific Committee and Organizing Committee of 
this meeting, I would like to extend a warm welcome to our dedicated colleagues who have traveled for a long way 
from all over the world, and also to our Chinese colleagues.  
This symposium was originated from a discussion with Mr. Dan Joseph, a professor of University of Minnesota, 
and a member of the American academy of science, American Academy of Arts and Sciences, as well as American 
Academy of Engineering. In consideration of the achievement of my research team in wind-blown sand mechanics, 
Professor Dan Joseph suggested that I apply an IUTAM Symposium to be held here in the Key Laboratory of 
Mechanics on Disaster and Environment in Western China. In August of the year 2008, I discussed matters 
concerned the application of this symposium with Mr. Keith Moffat, professor of University of Cambridge and 
Vice-chairman of IUTAM during the period of ICTAM in Australian. Then we revised the application form 
according to the suggestions of Professor Keith Moffat. In January 2010ˈ Professor Paul Lindenˈthe Chair of 
Working party of IUTAM suggested me to apply the symposium again. In March 2010, we submitted the 
application form titled “The dynamics of extreme events influenced by climate change”. In September 7, 2010, we 
received formal approval from professor Cécile Ferrier, the secretary-general of IUTAM. It is confirmed that 
Professor Paul Linden and I work as the co-chairmen of this symposium.  
In short, Our symposium receives much support from Professor Paul Linden, professor Cécile Ferrier, and 
professor Jiachun Li, academician of Chinese Academy of Sciencesˈ Mrs. Zhan Shige of the Chinese Natural 
Science Foundation Committee, and Mr. Zhou Youhe, director of the Key Laboratory of Mechanics on Western 
Disaster and Environment of Lanzhou University. We want to sincerely thank all of you.  
It is generally accepted that climate change will lead to increasing frequency and severity of extreme events such 
as, hurricanes and tropical cyclones, monsoons, dust storms, fires, inundation, and flooding. While climate change is 
global, its impacts are regional. There is an urgent need to develop accurate models to predict these local impacts. 
Therefore we look forward to addressing the underlying fluid mechanics and thermodynamics of these events and to 
increasing the understanding of the relevant dynamical processes and, consequently, to developing regional 
predictive models through this meeting. We also hope this meeting will promote scientific academic exchange and 
international cooperation among scholars from all the world.  
Thank you again for coming, and wish for a very fruitful and successful meeting.  
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Co-Chairman of the Symposium  
September, 2013  
